
Some word games  
that you can play  
with your child:
• “I spy with my little eye” using 

sounds and rhymes rather than 
letters. For example, “something 
that sounds like … rocks/socks/
blocks” or “something that 
rhymes with cat/mat/hat…”

• You can support your child to  
find shapes and colours that they  
are familiar with in your home. Your child can take 
the lead on this game by identifying some shapes 
for you. You can begin this game by asking open 
questions such as “where can you see a circle in the 
kitchen?” or “what shapes can you see on the table?” 

• Think about what other word games you could play 
with your child. Perhaps there are some stories or 
nursery rhymes that your child is familiar with – could 
you start the sentence and encourage your child to 
finish it, or take turns saying every second word?

Think about using guessing games and rhyming games 
at different times of the day. 

What is my child  
learning? 
Word games and conversations 
can encourage your child’s 
speech and early literacy skills. 
Playing with words can support 
your child’s creativity and 
imagination. 

Encouraging your child to take the lead with these 
games can enhance their confidence and self-esteem.  

Playing word games when out and about can 
support children learn quickly what symbols 
mean. An example might be the arches on 
McDonalds sign, the tree on Spars sign, or 
the Aldi/Lidl/Tesco sign that children will 
recognise. This is called logographic reading 
and is an important step to reading. 

Suggestions for  
extending learning:
Children learn through repetition. Repeating actions 
can support your child to master a skill such as 
memorizing a song or rhyme. Repetition of a game 
that you think your child particularly enjoys can be 
rewarding for them.

Ask the child what word games they 
would like to play with you and how they 
could change it from the last time to make 
it more fun.

Encourage your child to explain, question 
and negotiate the rules of the games that 
you have created together. 

If you have plastic letters, magnet letters 
or letter blocks at home and your child 
is old enough to spell play a game about 
making words. 

Shopping word search - cut out the product word 
from a product such a cereal boxes (Weetabix etc.) 
stick them in a bag and give them to your child for 
them to match the words in the supermarket. 

For older children make your own word search or 
crossword puzzle – you just need some paper and a 
pencil.

Wor  Games
Children’s interactions with their family and those around them help to shape their own ways of 
thinking. We can support children’s language development by playing some of the games below 
at home. No additional playthings are required, you can use what is available in and around your 
home. It is easy for these games to be played both indoors and outdoors.
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