
Reading together can be a wonderful shared activity. It is not only beneficial for children’s 
wider development, but it is an opportunity for parents and carers to guide children through 
the wonderful world of books. It creates opportunities to immerse in new worlds as you 
travel through new landscapes, meet astonishing characters or encounter themes that can 
shape and support your child’s wider development.

What is my  
child learning?
Reading, writing, listening, and talking all form the basis 
of early literacy. Children who have access to books 
and get to experience and enjoy reading with others 
develop a positive attitude towards books and reading. 

Children can get playful with developing stories and 
gain confidence in their own voice by sharing these 
and retelling stories. This supports children’s sense 
of belonging and places value on their ideas and 
experiences. You can support your child’s language 
development as they learn sounds and words and 
taking turns. Stories can also help children explore, 
learn about and express emotions. 

Reading stories together is a great way to support 
children’s language development and pre-reading skills. 
Children learn to hold a book, turn pages themselves 
and begin to understand that we read from left to right. 
They develop imagination and gain an  
understanding of different social situations,  
cultures and family structures.

Use open-ended questions to help stimulate thinking 
and develop conversation. Examples might include: 
‘I wonder what might happen next ….?’ ‘What do you 
think will happen when…?’ Use more comments than 
questions and give your child time to respond.

Suggestions  
for extending  
learning:
• Make your own story. Your child might enjoy 

making up stories and sharing with you. Write your 
own stories or make a story book at home on a 
topic your child has chosen. These might include 
a selection of drawings or photos and be held 
together in an album or with some ribbon. 

• Add new language. Books and storytelling are a 
good way to build on your child’s interests and 
introduce new language. For example, if your child 
is interested in farm animals introduce books or 
images on this topic and find out the names of 
different animals, foods they eat, sounds they make 
and start conversations based on this. 

• Create a story sack. Using props can help engage 
your child and bring stories to life. You could use 
dolls, teddy’s or finger puppets which can be used 
to expand language skills and to help children 
to follow, retell or re-enact a story through role 
playing. A story sack, tin or basket can be developed 
with items you might find around the house. 
For example, some ideas you could include for 
‘Goldilocks and The Three bears’: 

 ➝ Spoons or bowls of three different sizes
 ➝ Some small teddies and a doll
 ➝ Porridge oats. 

 

Reading 
Together

What you will need:
• A small selection of books

• A comfortable space where you can 

relax with your child 

Optional additions

• Props for storytelling such  
as puppets, teddies, pictures. 

• Paper, pencils or crayons
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