PLAYING
at

HOME

Making a
Den/Tent

A den or tent can be created indoors or outdoors with a wide
variety of materials. It is about being creative with what you have
to hand, it can be a simple construction or built with huge detail.

What you will need:
Optional additions
• Sheets or light
blankets
• Clothes pegs
• Fairy lights
• Chairs
• Cushions/pillows • Books
• Paper and
• Cardboard box
crayons/
• Space
markers
underneath
the table

How to make
a den/tent:
• Make 2 rows of chairs with the backs facing
each other or use the space underneath a table.
• Place a blanket, some cushions and pillows
on the floor to make it comfortable.
• Put 1 or 2 sheets over the chairs.
• Use clothes pegs to secure the two sheets
together or place books on the chairs.
• Decorate with fairy lights or make a sign.

What is my
child learning?
Playing in a tent is a fun way to develop a child’s
imagination and language. They may pretend the inside
of the tent is a shop, a restaurant or teddy bear’s picnic.
Enclosed spaces can promote feelings of safety and
cosiness. They can be shared with siblings or used as
solitary places to look at a book or to make a house.
Younger children can practice crawling while entering and
exiting the tent enhancing their physical development.
Adult-child conversations can support your child to think
creatively, problem-solve and make decisions, taking the
lead on the play experience. Talk to your child about the
construction and ask them questions such as: “I wonder

what we should do next?”, “Why does this piece keep
falling down?”, “What do we need to finish this den?”,
“What would you like to do in here?”.

Suggestions to
extend learning
• The space can be used for different
purposes such as a queen’s castle,
shop, restaurant or lion’s den.
• Create a teddy bears picnic by adding
plates, cups, crackers/sandwiches and
teddy bears.
• Pretend that you are camping by placing
a sleeping bag and torch in the tent.
• Read some books in the tent.
• Follow the child’s lead and let them
decide how to use their space.

