oPl ayschool s Tree is falling dow

A recent ECI Scéalta blog highlighted t he i mportance of o0t urenablgdus no
to capture the following conversation and emergent interest of the children which we noticed

relating to an activity surrounding a large tree outside our preschool in the village

o«Come quick guysd shouts Reuben, theredosbli-\z bi g m

j ackets. oLook, over there!dé he points to the 1

Surrounded by a group of eager and curious friends they were soon predicting what was about

to happen.

0l dd say the machine is going to clean the ditcl

fl ooded ashpaeflectéoed on recent flooding in the area.
00One man has aacdbdaiTomsawads| ook t hahht oomanh ansi tah rno

As they eagerly watched the movements, Aaron spotted another man putting a big rope around

thetree. 0 Come quick Sin®addé he called.

oOLookdé said Ois2n B, Othe men ay<ecldmolngt rse@an®.t hi 1
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To put this in to context, the children have a sense of ownership of this

tree despite it being on someone el s
seasons change on this tree over the years. In Autumn , the children
gathered itds coloured | eaves for t he
tall and bare a nd the Christmas lights shone brightly on it; Spring

brought new leaves and many birds would build their nests in it and sang

their songs for us to hear; in  Summer the tree was always covered with

lush green leaves.

As Sinéad watched and wondered with the group that had gathered ,0i s2 n W sai d o0l
theydre going to cut the tree downboé. Soon we he

with the white hat b egan to cut the trunk of the tree.

oWhy are they cutting it down?6éd wondered Frank
ol think cos it ®s salid @©O®d twédb®laywd i f Storm Ophe
down | i ke the other treebo.

0Then wedd have no | ights againdé said Summer
0And tolaed mwould be blockedod said Kate

As the children watched and waited with anticipation of what was happening, shrieks of
excitement erupted as the tree began to sway and then with the help of the machine, it fell

gently and safely to the ground.
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ONow the tree has been ofe
oand the men who cut it do

surgeonsa©o.

ol never k sadWReubdnat 6

The children accompanied by the adults took turns to

go out to observe the tree lying in the field.

Reubenaskedt he tree surgeon oOoOWhatds going to happen

ol t wildl be cut into |l ogs for firewoodd he said.

Recognising the childrenf6s interest and respondi
surgeon if we could have some logs for preschool to ex plore and examine further, appreciating

the fun the children could have with them.

ol will ask the ownerd6 said the tree surgeon.

The children thanked him and we all returned to preschool.

The next day we received 6 big $Soa@gsordns ohr éedde&e waou

to the service for a very long time in the future.

The children were absolutely delighted and their first reaction was a sensory one, to that of

the smell.

olt smells Iike the forestdé said Orl| daywhen she ¢
ol like that smel bé sa&i dkC8ttbkmells | ike Christ.]
ONo, it do,esIindtthi nk it smells |like woodo said Ai me

Over the following days and weeks, the children explored texture, weight, shape, length, width,
height, as they tested their theories and engaged with the new logs din fact our smaller logs

got a new lease of life as the children lifted, carried, wheeled, rolled, balanced, stacked,
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hammered, sawed, problem solved, counted, transported , made marks and patterns an d

constructed their very own fairy house.

We recorded their actions and conversations and these are illustrated below.

hard to do

00Oh, Amelia this i s shidbHisieheavy to move
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o0ltds going to fall o6 said Frank ohel

OWe can make a campfiredé said Luke

0OYou have to push it hard t.o get it to

0l 6m making tri angddedameadhd a circl ed
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oWhat is this?6 wonders Summer

0ltds very stickyd said Robyn

ol tdos a different col our on the inside:

OLook what | maded s ahadudMea@ hael Oi t 0 s

OThereods | ots of circleso6 said C8itlin as
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Mason concentrates as he tries to balance the large log on the narrow one

oOWhat 6s that green stuffod wonders Oi

0l dondét knowd sai d Muaasiorn6 ohe dssaild ke gr

00h maybe i Patwvasckds Dayod deci des Oi s?

0This is the headquarters of the spiesd sasahedndRe

other children paint the logs

ofhis is getting tall er, otAmadn nmeeaid dsvadi.d J ami e

0OThereds 14 altogetherdé said Aaror

0Thatds rightoé said Mason




o

tdéds hard work making a

nice fairy housed6 said K

the trailer on |l ainds b

so heavydé said I ain as

log to a new location.
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oWhy has this |l og got so many ci
oMaybe the fairies made themdé said Amel i a
00r maybe the &nf didodé said
ONoOO sai da@&itt ltied,] s you how old the tree is, my
OWed Isaid Ois2n B othis one is very old so 6cos
We revisitied the childrends interests |later in
said ol miss playschools tree, now the birds wild/l
0They can find another treed said Charlie
ol know that but we wondt be able to see them,
We reflected on and wondered together with the children what we could do about that & how
could we help the birds to find a new home!
0Sow another oned said Kate o0like our acorn tre:¢

Oisin W told us that his daddy sows trees so we invited his daddy Charlie to come in to

talk to the children about the importance of trees.

Together we talked and thought about what we must do before we can plant/sow a tree in the

village.

oDig a holed said Jamie B

We spoke to the children about the importance of getting permission before we dig a hole and
that w e get permission from the person in charge. In this case it was Jim from the Tidy Towns

committee.
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We invited Jim into visit so the children could ask him permission to sow a tree in the village.
Jim told the children that it would be a lovely thing for them to do in the community. He also
explained what the tidy towns people do and how important it is to keep where we live clean and

tidy.

With permission given to the c¢hi Makrferno Wilmw pl an't

Landscapesd @braughtusiwo treesdo plant.
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The children were able to see the roots that would go into the ground. Now we were ready with

Ma r khélsto plant the trees in the village.

The children put on their  Hi-Viz jackets, gathered their spades and with  Ma r khéls they dug

the holes.

They found worms, roots, a centipede, they explored depth as the hole grew bigger. Mark
measured Oisin against the tree. Before it was planted the tree was taller than Oisin but when

it was planted it was the same size.

00h therebds aHediggdeai dvorami e, o0l et ds catch hi mbé

0This is hard t.o digé said | ain

0Oltds veirry tdlnmatk hol.e6 sai d Mi a

Pagell




